
 

Crofton Junior School  

Geography Knowledge Organiser – Tropical Rainforest Biome (Year 5) 

 

Unit of Work Geography – Tropical Rainforest Biome 

Text Driver the Unit of Work Links to The Great Kapok Tree  

Overview of the Unit of Work Pupils will learn in depth about the tropical rainforest biome and in particular: The Amazon Rainforest. Before 
delving into this specific biome, the pupils will explore and investigate the other main biomes and the main 
climate zones of our world. They will discover physical features of the rainforest, including how the rainforest 
can be split into specific layers. Furthermore, the children will have the opportunity to also explore the affects 
that humans have on our planet, by learning about deforestation and fair trade. They will debate the points of 
view of different stakeholders and the impact deforestation has on them.  

Prior Learning   S. America: Population, Rivers and Mountains – Year 5 

Sticky Knowledge Pupils will learn about: 
- The significance of and locating lines of latitude, longitude, the equator, the Northern and Southern 

Hemispheres, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Prime Meridian and time zones. 
- Climate zones: they will define what climate zones are and name some of the main ones (equatorial, 

tropical, hot desert, temperate and artic/polar). 
- Biomes: they will define “biomes” and name some of the main biomes (equatorial rainforest, 

tropical savannah, hot desert, temperate deciduous forest and arctic tundra).  
- Comparing and contrasting different climate zones and biomes. 
- The physical features of the tropical rainforest biome, specifically the layers of the rainforest and 

detail about each of these layers. 
- The Amazon rainforest; they will learn about its location and how it is home to a variety of plants, 

animals and some people.  
- What is meant by “fair trade” and why it is important that we understand about fair trade. 
- The affect of deforestation and how it impacts on different stakeholders, including plants, animals 

and people- both local and in the wider world.  

New Vocabulary categorise: to put into groups (categories) 
inhabit: to live in 



terrestrial: on land 
aquatic: in water 
climate: the average expected weather in a place 
biome: a way to categorise the Earth's surface 
equatorial: at the equator 
sub-equatorial: close to the equator 
precipitation: rain, snow, sleet or hail 
emergents: tall trees growing above the canopy 
canopy: the thick layer of leaves covering a rainforest 
under storey: trees just below the canopy 
deforestation: cutting down large areas of trees 
fair trade: trade between companies in developed countries and producers in developing countries in which fair 
prices are paid to the producers 
stakeholders: a person/people with an interest or concern in something 

Post Learning International Transportation and Tourism – Year 6 
Key Stage 3 Geography curriculum 

 

 


