
 

Crofton Junior School – Geography Knowledge Organiser – The UK and Europe: Population, Rivers and Mountains (Year 3) 

 

Unit of Work Geography – The UK and Europe: Population, Rivers and Mountains 

Text Driver the Unit of Work Links to Window by Jeannie Baker 
The Hodgeheg by Dick King Smith 

Overview of the Unit of Work Pupils will learn about Europe, with a particular focus on where they live (Crofton) and where it is in England, 
the UK and Europe. They will use the book ‘Window’ as a starting point. Pupils will look out of their own 
windows to describe what they see. This can then be further expanded to help pupils to understand the world 
around them. As pupils continue to learn more about where they live, they will develop their understanding of 
Europe, including identifying countries, and capital cities. Pupils will also learn about population, rivers and 
mountains in different European countries. We will use the theme of “windows” to see into different countries 
and explore their human and physical features (with a particular focus on rivers and mountains).  

Prior Learning & Vocabulary By the end of KS1, pupils should be able to name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. They 
should also be able to name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and surrounding seas.  
It will be important to ascertain pupil’s current knowledge of the above. It may be necessary to revisit and this 
can be done through the use of the “windows” hook. As a starting point to the unit of work, pupils will be able 
to identify where they live and show their understanding of the country and city in which they live. This will help 
ensure pupils understand the “big picture”.  

Sticky Knowledge Children will: 

• Learn how to use a globe, an atlas and maps (including OS maps) to identify places in the world, 
specifically countries in Europe. They will also learn how to use compass directions and grid references.   

• Develop their knowledge of where they are in the world. They will know they live in Crofton, Wakefield 
which is in West Yorkshire. They will be able to find out where they live on a map. They will begin 
initially by identifying where Crofton Junior School is and expand their locational knowledge from this. 
They will also use fieldwork skills to develop their understanding of physical and human features.  

• Learn that the UK is in Europe which is a continent, the western part of a larger landmass called Eurasia. 
It is not part of Asia, even though it is joined to it, because of a boundary that includes the Ural 
Mountains in Russia and the Bosphorus River in Turkey.  



• Learn there are over 50 countries in Europe and use an atlas to identify their locations. They will be able 
to recognise which countries border others and which are landlocked.  

• Learn that individual countries in Europe have their own culture, languages, traditions and lifestyles and 
that it is important to recognise and respect these different identities. They will focus on Italy and then 
make comparisons to the UK.  

• Learn about Rivers: 
- There are five primary rivers in Europe: the Volga, the Danube, the Rhine, the Elbe and the Loire. 

The Volga and the Danube are the longest rivers in Europe but there are longer rivers than the 
Rhine, Elbe and Loire. Europe has numerous other rivers. For example, the Thames, which runs 
through London.  

• Learn about mountains: 
- Europe has many mountain ranges. Mount Elbrus in Russia is the highest mountain in Europe. The 

highest peak in the European Alps is Mont Blanc. They will focus their learning on Mont Blanc.   
- The top of a mountain is called the summit.  
- To say how high and how tall a mountain is are two different things – measure from sea level to 

summit to find out how high a mountain is, and measure base to summit to find out how tall it is. 
Some very tall mountains aren’t very high because a lot of the base is under the ocean. 

New Vocabulary landmass: a large continuous area of land, as opposed to seas or islands. 
population: all the people that live in a country or area 
inhabitants: people who live in a place 
primary: important 
numerous: many 
landlocked: no access to the sea 
source: where something comes from  
remote: far away from towns and cities 
delta: where a river splits and spreads out into several branches before entering the sea or a lake 
mountain ranges: a series of mountains joined together 
peak: the pointed top of a mountain  
boundary: a line that separates two countries 
extends: reaches, stretches  
summit: the top of a mountain 

Post Learning Pupils will use their knowledge of Europe to help them when identifying the location of volcanoes and also 
countries where there have been natural disasters such as earthquakes.  



 

 


