
 

 

 

 

CROFTON NEWS – SEPTEMBER 2021  
 

WELCOME BACK 
 
I am extremely pleased to welcome everyone after our summer break. I hope you have 
all had a wonderful summer spending lots of family time together. I am really hopeful 
that after the difficulties of the last two academic years that the Covid-19 pandemic has 
brought, that this year will be much more consistent in terms of children being able to 
access their learning at school. I think that everyone concerned has done an amazing job 
in terms of home learning; however, I am sure we would all acknowledge that it cannot 
replace the face to face interaction that school provides and also that school life is about 
much more than children achieving a certain grade. The development of them 
personally, socially, physically, culturally and emotionally is equally if not more vital.  
 
In order for us to continue to reduce the possibility of transmission in school as much as 
possible, we have created a Covid Outbreak Contingency Plan, which is available on the 
front page of the school website (www.croftonjuniorschool.org). I would ask all parents 
to refer to it as a source of up to date information.  
 
There are lots of welcome changes within this document, an example of which being 
that parents/carers are now able to come on to the school site to bring their child at 
8:45am and then collect them at 3:15pm if they so wish to do so. However, we ask 
everyone to wear a face covering until further notice unless they are exempt. 
 
We have been made aware of difficulties facing some parents who have children at 
more than one school e.g. our school and Crofton Infants. I have spoken with Mrs 
Holloway to find out what the issues are and potential solutions. To clarify, Mrs 
Holloway is not able to provide access to the Infants School via the car park due to 
Health and Safety Executive instructions.  
 
The outcome of our discussion was:  

• In both schools the doors open early (Reception 8:45am, Key Stage 1 8:50am and 
our school 8:45am); however, registration isn’t until 9:00am and therefore there 
is sufficient time to drop one child off and then walk around to the next school in 
time.  

• The school day ends for Reception and Key Stage 1 at 3:00pm and then 
afternoon nursery and our school at 3:15pm.  For those parents that have a child 
at afternoon nursery and our school, we would suggest the following possible 
solutions: 
o Contact Clubhouse who collect all their children, including afternoon nursery, 

at 3:00pm from the Infants and then come to our school to collect at 3:15pm.  



 

 

 

 

o Collect your child from our school at 3:15pm and then walk around to the 
Infants. Mrs Holloway has stated that it takes much longer for nursery 
children to be released and her staff are more than willing to ensure that 
your child is at the end of the line, which should allow you time to walk 
around. If you are a couple of minutes late, this is not an issue. In order to 
help, we can arrange for your child to be collected from the main office at 
3:15pm to speed up the process. 

o Enrol your child in the after-school clubs, which will be starting shortly. Clubs 
will be available on 2 nights for both Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 pupils. 

o Speak with other parents who are faced with the same circumstance to take 
it in turns to collect from each school. 

 
If, after exploring these solutions there is still an issue, please contact Mrs Holloway or 
myself and we will then look to provide further assistance. 
 
At the present time, we are still unable to provide a crossing patrol. We have been in 
contact with the Local Authority, although a solution has not yet been found. In the 
meantime, I will continue to provide as much support as possible, although I can not 
guarantee that I am present at all times. Therefore, if possible, please continue to 
support your child coming to and from school and discuss road safety with them, as we 
will in school. 

 
SAFEGUARDING 

 
We have increased the number of staff who are in our Safeguarding Team. Our 
Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) are now: 

• Mr Birdsall (headteacher@crofton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk)  

• Mrs Charles (mcharles@crofton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk) 

• Miss Walker (jwalker@crofton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk) 

• Miss Watson (kwatson@crofton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk) 

• Mrs Webster (hwebster@crofton-jun.wakefield.sch.uk) 
 
Our Safeguarding Governor is Mr Hadley-Smith. 
 
If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the DSLs via their email 
address or telephone 01924 863981. 
 
Other useful contact details and resources can be found on the Safeguarding page of the 
school website. 
 
Miss Walker (SENCO), Mrs Henwood (Mental Health Lead) fhenwood@crofton-
jun.wakefield.sch.uk and Mrs Charles (Learning Mentor) are key contacts who support 
the children pastorally as well as educationally.  
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CURRICULUM 
 

Termly newsletters for each year group have been placed on the school website on the 
Curriculum Information page. Once again, I would urge you to look at these as they will 
hopefully provide you with all the information you require in regard to what your child is 
learning as well as PE days, visits, visitors etc. 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 
We were quite relaxed last year given the circumstances; however, will be looking to 
start afresh in September so that all children follow our school uniform policy. Our 
school uniform is: 

• Red jumper or cardigan embroidered with the school logo  

• Black or grey school trousers (not jeans/ casual trousers) 

• White polo shirt embroidered with the school logo  

• Black or grey skirt  

• White, black or grey socks  

• Red and white striped/checked dresses (optional in the summer term)  
 
Children are to asked wear sensible, black shoes. Black boots are acceptable during the 
winter months. No trainers except for outdoor PE day. Long hair is to be tied back and 
no hair art is allowed. Shirts and t-shirts are to be tucked in. For safety reasons, 
jewellery must not be worn. A watch and small, stud earrings are the only pieces of 
jewellery that are appropriate for school and these must be removed for P.E. Make-up, 
including nail polish, is not permitted. 
 
Our P.E kit is:  

• Light blue t-shirt with school logo 

• Dark blue or black PE shorts  

• Outdoor trainers (separate to the shoes children come to school in) 

• Plain dark blue or black jogging bottoms and top for outdoor activities. 
 
Football and rugby kits are not suitable.  
 
For outdoor PE, children are asked to come to school in the appropriate kit, which they 
will remain in for the remainder of the school day. 
 
For indoor PE, children are asked to come to school in their indoor PE kit with their 
outdoor track suit over the top.  
 
Please ensure that all items of uniform, including PE kit, are clearly labelled with your 
child’s name. 



 

 

 

 

 
If you wish to purchase items of school uniform, please speak to the school office. If you 
have difficulty in meeting the demands of the school uniform policy, please do not 
hesitate to contact school, as we may well be able to provide some assistance. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Homework will be set for the first time on Friday 17th September. Children will be able 
to access it from 3:15pm, with the deadline for completion being 8:00pm the following 
Thursday, to allow teachers the opportunity to analyse how successful the children have 
been. 
 
Homework will continue to focus on the basics of reading, writing & maths, which can 
then be built upon in school. The tasks provided will involve a great deal of repetition as 
this leads to a change in long term memory and therefore learning.  In order to do so, 
please: 
 

• Hear your child read at least 3 times per week and record this in their reading 
record book. This only has to be a few pages at a time, as it is far better to 
practise little and often rather than a large amount in one go. If you could ask 
your child to recall facts about what they have read, that would be even better. 

• Practise weekly spellings using the set Spelling Shed activities. Spelling is the 
greatest barrier for children to become confident writers. 

• Practise weekly times tables using TTRockstars. All children by the end of Year 4 
are expected to be able to quickly recall all their times tables up to 12x12 and 
the related division facts eg 12x8=96 96/12=8. Times tables are one of the key 
foundations to all maths work in Key Stage 2. This year the government are 
making statutory the online times table check for all Year 4 pupils, which 
TTRockstars replicates. 

 

If your child has difficulty in completing their Spelling Shed or TTRockstars tasks due to 
internet issues, please inform their class teacher by Wednesday at the latest so that a 
time during the school day (break or lunch) can be found for them to do so. 
 
If a child has not completed an element of their homework, they will be required to stay 
in for 30 minutes on a Friday lunchtime to catch-up.  

 
DIARY DATES  

 

• Tempest-individual, siblings in school and class photographs – Thursday 16th 
September 

• Eagle Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 29th September 

• Year 5 Mayan Workshop – Friday 1st October 



 

 

 

 

• Hawk Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 6th October 

• Tawny Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 13th October 

• Year 5 visit to Robinwood – Monday 18th – Wednesday 20th October 

• Sooty Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 20th October 

• TTRockstars Rock Wrangle (Get your rock outfits ready!) – Friday 22nd October 

• Half term – Monday 25th – Friday 29th October 

• Parents’ Evening – Monday 1st – Friday 5th November * Parents to choose a 
timeslot between 1:00pm – 6:00pm on an allocated day, which is to be 
confirmed. 

• Barn Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 3rd November 

• Year 3 visit to the National Coal Mining Museum – Friday 5th November 

• Spotted Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 10th November 

• Elf Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 17th November 

• Snowy Owls’ Inspire – Wednesday 24th November 

• Flu Immunisations (all pupils) – Thursday 25th November 

• Inset Day Friday 17th December 

• Christmas break – Monday 20th December – Monday 3rd January 

• Half term – Monday 21st – Friday 25th February 

• Easter break – Monday 11th – Friday 22nd April 

• May Day – Monday 2nd May 

• Year 6 SATs Week – Monday 9th – Thursday 12th May 

• Year 6 visit to Robinwood – Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th May 

• Inset Day – Friday 27th May 

• Half term – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 

• Summer break – Friday 22nd July 

• Inset Day – Monday 25th July 
 

 
AND FINALLY….. 

 
The relationship between home and school is vital in regards to all children being happy 
and achieving their full potential in school. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to speak with a member of staff at the start or end of the school day. It 
maybe that we can provide a solution immediately or a meeting is required. Either way, 
it is important that solutions are found as soon as possible for the benefit of the 
children. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mr P. Birdsall 
Headteacher & Senior Designated Safeguarding Lead 


