
 

Crofton Junior School  

History Knowledge Organiser – Ancient Greeks (Year 6)  

Unit of Work Ancient Greeks 

Text Driver the Unit of 
Work Links to 

Who Let the Gods out? By Maz Evans 

Key Strand Beliefs and Cultures  
Inventions and Legacy 

Overview of the Unit 
of Work 

Pupils will learn about the Ancient Greeks. They will use a wide range of evidence to deduce information about the past with a key focus on beliefs 

and cultures through the study of the Greek gods/goddesses along with myths and legends. They will explore the legacy of Ancient Greek with a 

focus on the Olympic games, architecture, democracy and government. 

Prior Learning  Beliefs and Cultures – Year 5 Vikings 
Inventions and Legacy – Year 5 The Maya 

Sticky Knowledge Beliefs and Cultures 

• The Ancient Greeks believed in three generations of gods and from these gods, came the Olympians who took on the appearance of men 

and women.  

• The Ancient Greeks told many stories about their gods and used theatres to share their messages with as many people as possible. 

• The Olympians, including Zeus and Poseidon, defeated the Titans and came to rule over the world.  

• Greek myths and legends told people how to behave and what to believe in everyday life, inspiring them to act in a particular way. 

• Greek myths and beliefs can be found on many of the authentic artefacts.  

 

Inventions and Legacy 

• The Greeks admired physical perfection in their art but also in daily life; physical education and competitive sports were a significant part 

of their culture.  

• Their religious festival held every four years, called the Olympics, demonstrated their enthusiasm for physical fitness. 

• The influence of Ancient Greek architecture and design can be seen everywhere in modern life, particularly the Western world. Libraries, 

banks, museums and public buildings, sporting arenas, town squares and places of worship all share some of the characteristic features of 

Ancient Greek buildings.  

• The best-known feature, the Greek column, (a large cylindrical post) comes in three styles, or orders: Doric, Ionic and Corinthian.  

• In the sixth century BCE, an Athenian helped to introduce a new political structure of ‘Demokratia’ which was the earliest example of 

democracy in history and it is one of Ancient Greece’s most lasting legacies.  

• Nearly every nation in the world now includes some element of democracy in its government.  



• We have the Ancient Greeks and people like Pythagoras, Archimedes and Hippocrates to thank for some of the most significant 

discoveries in mathematics, science and medicine.  

 

New Vocabulary Greek, zodiac, gods, goddesses, Zeus, Olympics, Athens, Sparta, citizen, temples, columns 

astrology - the study of the stars and planets  

constellations - a group of stars forming a recognisable pattern  

mythology - the study of myths, a set of fictitious stories or beliefs about a particular person, place or object 

architecture - the art or practise of designing and constructing buildings  

government - the group of people with the authority to govern a country or state 

dictatorship – a country governed by a ruler with total power over a country 

democracy   - a system of government led by the people who have equal rights and are involved in making decisions  

monarchy - a form of government with a monarch at the head 

supremacy - the state or condition of being superior to all others in authority, power, or status 

Acropolis   - a citadel or fortified part of an ancient Greek city, typically one built on a hill  

Parthenon   - a former temple on the Athenian Acropolis, Greece, dedicated to the goddess Athena, whom the people of Athens considered their 

patron 

Amphitheatre - an open circular or oval building with a central space surrounded by tiers of seats for spectators, for the presentation of dramatic 

or sporting events  

civilisation - the society, culture, and way of life of a particular area 

political - relating to the government or public affairs of a country  

Post Learning Key Stage 3 History curriculum 
 

 


