
French – Overview of content and progression of knowledge and skills 2020/21 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

 

Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Greetings  

Numbers 0-10 

Introduce classroom instructions. 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the concept of gender 

(masculine/feminine). 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Imitate a good model of pronunciation. 

Pronounce the graphemes – oi, eu. 

Respond to spoken language with a word 

or short phrase. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a simple introductory sentence. 

  Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Body parts 

Adjectives 

Recap colours and numbers to 10. 

 

Grammar: 

Recap the verbs ‘avoir’ and ‘être’. 

Revisit gender (masculine and feminine nouns). 

Introduce adjectives, position and gender 

agreement. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Read the core text ‘Grand Monstre Vert’ and join 

in with single words and short phrases. Listen to 

the model of accurate pronunciation and imitate 

this. Listen for specific words and phrases that 

are already known.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Use a model to write a few sentences about a 

monster. Describe its appearance using colours, 

numbers and size adjectives.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Phrase ‘il y a’ 

High street (shops and buildings) 

Location of shops/buildings (directions) 

 

Grammar: 

Revisit the formation of negative sentences with 

ne…..pas on either side of the verb. 

Revisit the position and agreement of adjectives 

focusing on petit and grand.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the graphemes - ch, an, é, in. 

Take part in a short conversation using correct 

intonation when asking a question. Understand and use 

stalling strategies/fillers in French. Describe what can 

be found on the high street, using adjectives in the 

correct position. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Read and order a conversation asking for directions. 

Adapt a model to write a conversation asking for 

directions on the high street. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit classroom routines, commands and items. 

Revisit clothing and corresponding adjectives. 

Revisit weather and opinions. 

 

Grammar: 

Revisit position and agreement of adjectives. 

Revisit the definite (le, la, les) and indefinite 

determiner (un, une, des). 

Revisit the formation of negative sentences with 

ne…pas on either side of the verb. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the graphemes: eau, an, au, th. 

Perform a classroom role-play as part of a group 

and use correct intonation when asking and 

answering questions.  

 

Reading and writing:  

Read and deduce meaning from a non-fiction text 

about a healthy breakfast. Adapt a model to write 

a short paragraph stating name, age, school life 

and opinions on school uniform.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

State name and age (Revisit numbers). 

Introduce the key verb ‘avoir’. 

Recognise formal forms of address. 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the verb ‘avoir’: J’ai - I have, tu 

as – you have, il a – he has. Refer to the 

concept of gender. 

 

 Speaking and listening: 

Recite a short rhyme using accurate 

pronunciation. Present a short dialogue 

asking and answering questions relating to 

greetings, name and age. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Record a conversation with a peer using a 

model. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Zoo animals  

Revisit and extend adjectives including colours. 

 

Grammar: 

Recap gender and adjective agreement. 

Recap the verb ‘être’. 

Introduce the third person: il, elle. 

Use quantifiers (assez, très). 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Say a few simple sentences to describe animals. 

Pronounce 6 vowel sounds through songs and new 

vocabulary. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Recognise masculine and feminine adjectives. 

Read short sentences with accurate pronunciation 

when describing animals. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit days of the week. 

Time of day including 12 hour clock 

Adjectives and quantifiers (assez, un peu, très) 

Revisit hobbies and opinions (likes and dislikes). 

 

Grammar:  

Revisit the position and agreement of adjectives. 

Revisit the use of determiners (le, la). Revisit 

expressing an opinion in front of an infinitive verb.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Understand the use of stalling strategies during spoken 

passages. Revisit the pronunciation of graphemes oi and 

in. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Demonstrate understanding of a short story with 

familiar and unfamiliar vocab using context to deduce 

meaning. Use the short story to write a short 

paragraph about a character from a story detailing: 

name, age, family, hobbies and opinions. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit family. 

Revisit quantifiers and adjectives.  

Occupations  

 

Grammar: 

Revisit position and agreement of adjectives.  

Understand that the determiner is not used when 

describing occupations. 

Revisit the third person (il/elle) of high frequency 

verbs.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Listen to a recording to identify family members, 

occupations and to follow a traditional fairytale. 

Order the lyrics to a song as it is played. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Read a letter in French and answer questions to 

show understanding. Deduce the meaning of 

unfamiliar vocabulary using knowledge of English 

and a bilingual dictionary. Write statements about 

members of an imaginary family and their 

occupations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1  

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit key graphemes – oi and eu. 

Colours 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the verb ‘être’: Je suis – I am, 

il est – he is, ils sont – they are. 

 Refer to the concept of gender.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Listen to stories relating to Elmer. Ask 

and answer a simple question.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Adapt a model to write simple sentences 

about Elmer. Use a range of adjectives to 

describe.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Family members (using third person) 

Revisit numbers when stating age. 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the formation of negative phrases with 

ne…..pas on either side of the verb. 

Revisit gender and determiners.  

Revisit third person pronouns (il, elle). 

Introduce possessive pronouns (mon, ma). 

Use the first and third person of verb ‘avoir’. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Recap that the final consonant of a word is rarely 

pronounced in French. Introduce the graphemes 

‘ou’ and ‘in’. Ask and answer questions about family 

members. Participate in a role-play introducing 

family and stating names and ages. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Take notes to prepare a role-play. 

Write the scene from an airport role-play with 

the correct possessive pronoun and verb forms. 

 Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit days of the week and numbers to 20. 

Revisit leisure activities and extend with ‘jouer au’ and 

‘faire du/de la’. 

Introduce numbers 30-50 and comparatives with 

adjectives. 

 

Grammar: 

Revisit expressing an opinion in front of an infinitive 

verb. Introduce the immediate future tense in the 

first and second person. (Je vais + infinitive verb) 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Respond to a question by saying a sentence in the 

immediate future tense. 

Pronounce the grapheme ‘on’. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a ‘keep fit’ plan using the immediate future tense 

and verbs in the infinitive. Write comparative 

sentences following a model.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit the phrase ‘il y a’. 

Revisit – Where do you live? 

House and corresponding adjectives  

Prepositions  

Alphabet  

 

Grammar: 

Revisit position and agreement of adjectives.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the graphemes: on, an, é, è. 

Follow a recording at near normal speed by 

ordering statements as it is played and by 

matching nouns to adjectives. 

 

 

Reading and writing:  

Write a description of an ideal home.  

Identify different text types from authentic 

written extracts: letter, recipe, weather report, 

joke etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit colours. 

Revisit numbers to 10 and extend to 12. 

Revisit the verb ‘être’. 

Fruit and other food items (healthy 

eating) 

 

Grammar: 

Re-visit the concept of gender linked to 

food:   le – masculine, la – feminine and les 

– plural. 

Focus on the plural forms of nouns and 

the use of the determiner in French. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the graphemes: oi and eu. 

Know that the final consonant of a word is 

rarely pronounced in French. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Record short phrases, stating which foods 

are good or bad for health, using the 

correct determiner and correct form of 

the verb être. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Pets 

Recap family members.  

 

Grammar: 

Recap the verb ‘avoir’. Use the first person to 

form positive and negative sentences.  

Recap plural nouns and introduce irregular plurals.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Accurately pronounce the graphemes: ou, in eau, 

oi. Recognise and order lyrics to a song. Follow a 

traditional tale and join in with repeated phrases. 

Ask and answer questions about pets and who 

they belong to (family members). 

 

Reading and writing:  

Write sentences using familiar verbs to introduce 

members of a block of flats, stating name, age, 

family members, pets. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit and extend food vocabulary. 

Revisit opinions and conjunctions (et, mais, aussi). 

Revisit stalling strategies. 

 

Grammar:  

Revisit the formation of negative sentences. 

Use the modal verb ‘vouloir’ when offering and 

accepting food. Choose the correct word order when 

writing sentences about likes and dislikes.  

 

Speaking and listening:  

Pronounce the grapheme ‘an’. Take part in a short 

conversation detailing food likes and dislikes with 

correct pronunciation and intonation. Demonstrate 

understanding from a recording. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Take part in a dictated exercise by filling in the gaps 

of a transcript and writing dictated sentences. Produce 

a PowerPoint to provide information about 

self/likes/dislikes.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit house vocabulary. 

Revisit prepositions and alphabet. 

French literature: Liberté by the poet Paul Eluard 

 

Grammar: 

Re-visit gender and how the abbreviations 

indicate nouns and their gender in a bilingual 

dictionary. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Prepare and record a radio advert for a property. 

Sustain a conversation revisiting familiar themes. 

Focus on good intonation, appropriate stalling 

strategies and accurate pronunciation. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Identify key information from an advert for a 

house. Use a bilingual dictionary to support the 

understanding of a poem. Identify features of a 

poem and the author’s intent. Write an additional 

verse to the poem using a bilingual dictionary. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1  

 

 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit numbers 0-12. 

Revisit food. 

Revisit the key grapheme ‘oi’. 

 

Grammar: 

Revisit the use of the determiner and 

gender. 

Revisit pronunciation rule where the final 

consonant of a word is not pronounced in 

French. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Use accurate pronunciation when reading 

a rap containing practised sounds and the 

key grapheme ‘oi’. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Join in reading repeated phrases from a 

book. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Leisure activities 

Opinions (likes/dislikes) 

Numbers to 30 

Conjunctions (et/mais) 

 

Grammar: 

Use an opinion in front of an infinitive verb. 

Revisit the formation of negative phrases with 

ne…..pas on either side of the verb. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Say simple sentences and join these with the 

conjunctions ‘et’ and ‘mais’.  

 

Reading and writing:  

Use a word mat to write a few sentences 

describing hobbies including opinions. 

  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Introduce French literature: Déjeuner du Matin, by 

poet Jacques Prévert. 

Prepositions: dans, sur, sous, sans, avec 

Re-visit days, months and numbers 0-31. 

Introduce date, weather expressions and seasons. 

 

Grammar: 

Extend basic sentences by using adverbs (normalement, 

en general, quelquefois). 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the grapheme ‘eau’.  

Present a short weather report using a model including 

date, city, weather condition and temperature. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Recognise familiar vocabulary including verbs within a 

poem. Produce a short rhyming poem based on the 

weather by using knowledge of pronunciation rules. 

Write sentences about the climate in England 

throughout the year.  

Project: Plan a holiday to a French speaking 

country. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Accommodation and transportation 

Revisit days, months and dates. 

 

Grammar: 

Recap future tense – aller + infinitive (on va aller, 

on va partir, on va rester). 

 

Writing: 

Draft holiday plans in written form. Present work 

in chosen way. Write a short letter to book 

holiday accommodating using a model for support.  

 

Use a bilingual dictionary confidently and 

independently to enrich the quality of sentences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Summer 2  

 

 

 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Days of the week 

Months of the year 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce that days of the week and 

months of the year do not need capital 

letters in French.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Pronounce the letter ‘i’. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Re-read and order jumbled sentences 

from a book. Copy and learn key 

vocabulary.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit leisure activities and opinions. 

Revisit months, colours and quantifiers. 

Transport  

Weather  

Pack a suitcase for a holiday. 

 

Grammar: 

Revisit colours and the position of adjectives. 

Revisit quantifiers (un peu, très, assez). 

Introduce adverbials at the start of a sentence. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Participate in a survey about leisure activities. 

Pronounce the graphemes ‘on’ and ‘eau’. Present 

information about the climate in France using 

previously learned vocabulary. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Deduce meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary. 

Write sentences to describe the climate. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Revisit points of a compass. 

Where do you live? 

Understand stereotyping and cultural differences. 

 

Grammar: 

à + city 

en + country (feminine) 

au + country (masculine) 

 

Speaking and listening: 

State where you live and the location of this in the UK. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Answer comprehension questions based on an extended 

weather report. Re-arrange sentences to form a 

coherent paragraph. 

Project: Plan a holiday to a French speaking 

country.  

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Recap features of a town/tourist attractions. 

Recap holiday activities. 

Recap conjunctions, adjectives and adverbials. 

 

Grammar: 

Recap future tense – aller + infinitive (on va 

visiter, on va regarder). 

Revisit the relationship between gender and 

nouns. 

 

Writing: 

Adapt a model to design a programme of activities 

including days of the week. Present findings in 

chosen way.  Use a bilingual dictionary confidently 

and independently to enrich the quality of 

sentences. 


