
Welcome to our second term in Year 5! We have a busy- but very exciting- term ahead of us! 

A few reminders: 

 PE is every Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure children have an outdoor and indoor PE kit (including trainers) as lessons 
can alter depending on the weather. Children must be able to remove their own earrings or have them removed at home.  

 We will have two times tables tests in each half term for children to try and gain their Gold 100%  or Gold application award. 
Additionally, the children will be tested regularly on their tables to ensure they can recall the facts rapidly and accurately. By 
the end of Year 4, to be working at the expected standard, children need to be able to recall and apply all of the times tables 
up to 12x. This should be consolidated further and applied using place value knowledge in Year 5. 

Curriculum 

This term our topic is ‘Our Extraordinary World’. In the first half term, we are fo-
cusing on Space and the children will be learning  all about the universe and the 
planets in Science. In History, the children are studying “The Space Race” and will 
develop their knowledge of how life has changed as an astronaut.  On Friday 17th, 
we have organized for a planetarium to visit school where the children will learn 
about the Solar System and the planets. 

Our English work over the first  of the half term is focused around  a video called 
“The Astronomer’s Sun.” During the half term, the children will continue to de-
velop a good understanding, using their retrieval and inference skills, of what the 
video is about and they will be re-writing the story  to produce some quality nar-
rative work.  The second part of the half term will involve looking at Tim Peake 
and the children will be writing newspaper articles and Biographies about him. 

In the second half-term, we will be focusing on the  Amazon Rainforest where 
our topic will have a Geography and Art focus. The children will be studying the 
work of Henry Rousseau in Art whilst in Science they will learn about living things 
and their habitats. In English, our text drivers will be “The Great Kopok Tree” and 
“Cloud Tea Monkeys.” This will allow the children to focus on stories from other 
cultures and engage in debates/discussions about the rainforest. 

Reading 

Please ensure your child is reading at least 3 times per 

week at home and it is recorded in their reading rec-

ords,  

To develop their comprehension skills, please contin-

ue  working with them on understanding the mean-

ing of words and phrases within the book they are 

reading, and also answering inference-based ques-

tions where they have to use clues from the text to 

answer questions. Questions prompts may include:  

·What does the word ….. Imply about …...?   

 ·Why did ……?     ·What words tell us ….?    

·How did … ………..?   ·Why is …. important?   

 ·How did ….. react?    ·What does …. think?  

Maths 

In Maths this term, we will be learning about fractions, decimals and meas-

ure. We will also be having weekly arithmetic lessons to consolidate what 

the children learnt last term and to continue using the written and mental 

methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.   

When supporting your child further in Maths at home, as well as times 

tables, please continue to practise using numbers skills in everyday life 

situations (e.g. measures while baking, use of money, etc). It essential that 

the children are confident with their times tables as they are a critical ele-

ment of all areas of maths and will be used daily.  . 

Spelling 

Please ensure that your child continues to learn their weekly spellings on spelling 

shed and that they are also learning the spelling rules so that they can apply these to 

their writing. It is important that the children are regularly revising the previous 

spelling rules we have learnt in class until they have been consolidated  enough that 

the children can use them effectively in their writing. 


