
 

 

 

 

CROFTON NEWS – January 2021  
 

WELCOME BACK! 
 
I would like to begin by welcoming everyone back to school. I hope you have had a 
wonderful Christmas break and everyone remained safe and well. Last year was 
probably the most difficult year personally and professionally for many people in the 
country; however, as we look forward to the year ahead, I must say that I am incredibly 
proud how everyone connected with school worked together to make sure that the 
children’s welfare and education remained paramount in all decisions that were made. 
The evidence of this could be clearly seen in how quickly the children settled back into 
school life and thrived as a result in all aspects of their development. I look forward to 
working with other members of the governing body to support school in building on 
such a successful start to the academic year. 
If you wish to join the governing body, a space as a parent governor has recently 
become available. Please contact Mr. Birdsall or myself via the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mr. J. Allen 
Chair of Governors 

 
 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

I am sure you are fully aware of the picture across the country in regards to how the 
pandemic has impacted on schools’ ability to provide children with face to face 
education following the Christmas break. I have obviously followed the news updates 
very closely in order to ensure that we are able to act swiftly and in the best interests of 
the children and staff. I am hopeful that we will be able to remain open throughout for 
all our children to attend; however, I can assure you that we are prepared to provide 
online learning at short notice if required to do so. We also have the facility to loan 
devices if required in order to ensure that all children are able to access online lessons. 
In order to assist in this, could I please ask you to contact school if: 
 

• Either parent/carer is classed as a critical worker, please use the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-
authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 

• Your child would require a laptop in order to access online lessons 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REWARDS 
 

I have been working with the School Council, Governing Body and Education Welfare 
Officer to ensure that our attendance rewards are fair to all and reward high attendance 
and punctuality appropriately. As a result, we have agreed to focus on rewarding 
individuals to a greater extent as well as the weekly class reward. From the start of this 
year, we will: 

• Have a weekly prize draw for the children in each class who have attended 
school on time all week; 3 winners will be chosen each week. 

• Have a termly class prize draw with a more substantial prize. Children will place 
one ticket for every time they have completed a full week in school and on time 
into this draw, thereby providing those with the most tickets a greater chance of 
winning. 

 
WAKEFIELD HOSPICE  

 
We would like to thank everyone for their donations in support of our Wakefield 
Hospice Reindeer Run; we raised a total of £243 for a very worthy cause.  
 

SCHOOL SWIMMING 
 

We are delighted that school swimming will resume every Tuesday afternoon for our 
Year 4 pupils from 5th January. All pupils will require a swimming costume and towel, 
which they are able to bring to school in a bag small enough to fit underneath their 
table. 

PERIPATETIC MUSIC LESSONS 
 

Following quite a frustrating start to the music lessons provided by Wakefield Music 
Services, I am delighted to say that they are now running smoothly and the children are 
really enjoying learning the instrument of their choice. It really is lovely to hear the 
sound of music in school, given the current restrictions that are in place. In order for 
them to be as beneficial as possible, can I ask you to remind your child to bring their 
instrument and music book, if applicable, to school on the day of their lessons and to 
practice as much as possible at home. 

 
HOMEWORK POLICY 

 
As you are all aware, our homework policy is for the children to complete the following 
tasks on a weekly basis: 

• Read 3 times per week and to record this in your child’s reading record book. 

• Complete the set Spelling Shed tasks. 

• Complete the set TTRockstars tasks. 



 

 

 

 

During the first half term, we made the decision to reward those children who had 
completed all aspects of the homework rather than ask all those that didn’t to stay in for 
30 minutes over Friday lunchtime. We did this to support the children settling in after 
the initial national lockdown. Following analysis of the children’s work and number of 
children who are completing their homework consistently, we have now made the 
decision to reinstate this policy in addition to continuing to provide a team point. It is a 
policy that we have found to be very effective in enabling children to learn the basics, 
which we can then build upon in school, as repetition is the key to embedding learning 
into the long-term memory. 
 
If your child has difficulty in accessing any of their online learning or there is a personal 
circumstance which impacts on their ability to complete the tasks, they must inform 
their class teacher by no later than Wednesday so we can try to resolve the situation. 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 
PUPIL SURVEY 

 
Prior to the Christmas break, all children were given the opportunity to complete an 
online survey sharing their opinions on school. Please see below their responses shown 
in numbers of pupils and the actions we plan to take as a result: 
 

Question Yes Mostly Sometimes Never 

Do you enjoy being in school? 53% 27% 18% 3% 

Do you feel safe in school? 70% 17% 12% 1% 

Is there an adult you can talk to if you 
are worried or upset? 

76% 13% 10% 1% 

Do children behave well in school? 19% 46% 31% 3% 

Are you expected to work hard in 
lessons? 

87% 9% 3% 1% 

Do adults help you to make your work 
better? 

72% 17% 9% 2% 

Do you learn new things in lessons? 64% 23% 12% 1% 

 
The children stated the following things amongst many others that they liked about 
school: 
 

• How everyone is supportive and kind. 

• How the teachers are willing. 

• The different activities that take place such as Bikeability and Robinwood. I am 
looking forward to going to France too. 

• How we share ideas in class instead of just one person giving ideas. 

• Being with my friends. 



 

 

 

 

• Being given a challenge because it makes me think hard and I like having 
something to work towards. 

 
The children’s most commonly stated improvement to school that we are able to act 
upon was that we should: 

• Increase the amount of equipment the children are able to play with at break 
and lunch time. 

 
As a result of the children’s responses, we have decided to make the following changes 
from the start of the spring term: 

• Speak with the children in class regarding when they enjoy their learning the 
most and try to incorporate more of these styles of learning into the timetable. 

• Speak with the children in class to discuss when they do not feel safe and discuss 
how we can help signposting people that they can talk to. 

• Speak to the children about expectations of behaviour and our Behaviour Policy. 

• Increase the amount of equipment available at break time, which school 
councillors have already chosen. 

 
DIARY DATES  

 

• Hawk Owls Anglo-Saxon Workshop – Wednesday 6th January 

• Eagle Owls Anglo-Saxon Workshop – Wednesday 13th January 

• Half Term – Friday 12th February 

• Return to School – Monday 22nd February 

• Parent / teacher phone call discussions – the week of 22nd February * times for 
each class to be confirmed 

• Elf Owls Fossils Workshop – Friday 26th February 

• Snowy Owls Fossils Workshop – Tuesday 2nd March 

• Year 5 Bikeability – Wednesday 17th – Friday 26th March 

• Hawk Owls Shakespeare Workshop – Wednesday 17th March 

• Eagle Owls Shakespeare Workshop – Tuesday 23rd March 

• Easter Break – Friday 26th March 

• Return to School – Monday 12th April 

• May Day – Monday 3rd May 

• Year 6 SATs Week – Monday 10th – Friday 14th May 

• Half Term – Thursday 27th May 

• Inset Day – Friday 28th May 

• Return to School – Monday 7th June 

• Year 6 France Residential – Monday 7th – Friday 11th June 

• Barn Owls Viking Workshop – Thursday 10th June 

• Tawny Owls Viking Workshop – Tuesday 15th June 

• Summer Break – Friday 23rd July 


