
 

Crofton Junior School  

Geography Knowledge Organiser – Coastal Erosion and Tourism (Year 4) 

 

Unit of Work Erosion and deposition: coasts 
Erosion and deposition: management 
Enquiry -based unit – the impact of tourism on a coastal town. 

Text Driver the Unit of Work Links to Video driver: The Lighthouse (Literacy Shed) 

Overview of the Unit of Work During the unit of work, the children will learn about coastal erosion and features of a coastline. They will 
investigate the impact of tourism on the local coastal town.  

Prior Learning  In Year 3, the pupils will have studied rocks and fossils (Science) linked to Earthquakes and Volcanoes 
(Geography) and understand the properties of different types of rocks.  
In Year 4, the pupils will have studied in Spring term that rivers are a natural water course following to the 
sea/ocean (at the coast). 

Sticky Knowledge The pupils will learn: 
- coasts are where the edges of the higher land meet the oceans or sea.  
- some of the geographic features found there are beaches, cliffs, arches, stacks, headlands and bays and be 
able to label and describe these. 
- erosion is a natural physical process that shapes cliff though abrasion, attrition, solution and hydraulic actions. 
- over time, erosion can cause cliffs to collapse and so the coastline needs to be managed through different 
management strategies, which have advantages and disadvantages. 
- compare and contrast land use/coastline using map skills and technology.   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Enquiry based question: How does tourism impact on a coastal town? 
The pupils will learn: 

- what tourism is; 
- how to carry out a survey and communicate with others; 
- how to draw conclusions from fieldwork information  
- advantages and disadvantages of tourism; 
- how to discuss and present their findings.  



New Vocabulary erosion: the wearing away of rocks 
deposition: the dumping of rocks 
tourist destinations: places to visit for a holiday 
natural physical process: something that happens in nature and is not caused by people 
artificial structures: things built by people  
advantages: positive or good things 
disadvantages: negative or bad things 
prevent: to stop something happening 
promenade: a path by the sea 
boulders: large rocks 
maintain: to look after 
cave: a natural underground chamber in a hillside or cliff. 
bay: a broad inlet of the sea where the land curves inwards. 
headland: a narrow piece of land that projects from a coastline into the sea. 
arch: a curved symmetrical structure spanning an opening and typically supporting the weight of a bridge, roof, 
or wall above it. 
stack: a landform consisting  of a steep and often vertical column of rock near a coast formed by wave erosion 
cliff: a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea. 
beach: a pebbly or sandy shore, especially by the sea between high- and low-water marks. 

Post Learning In the Year 6 theme on International Transportation and Tourism, the children will learn why Greece is 
dependent on tourism for its economy and the positive and negative impact of this. 

 

 


