
French – Overview of content and progression of skills  
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Autumn 1  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Greetings including stating names 

Alphabet introducing French phonemes 

Introduction to classroom instructions 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the concept of gender.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Imitate a good model of pronunciation provided 

by the teacher and authentic resources. 

Respond to spoken language with a word or short 

phrase. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a simple introductory sentence. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Food including healthy living 

Recap numbers and opinions (j’aime) 

 

Grammar: 

Recap the concept of gender by recognising the 

difference between masculine, feminine, and 

plural articles. 

Identify the negative form (ne…pas) in simple 

sentences and use in set phrase (je n’aime pas).  

 

Speaking and listening:   

Listen to the story ‘La chenille qui fait des trous’ 

to model accurate pronunciation.  

State a positive and negative opinion about food 

relating to healthy living. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Adapt a model to write a few sentences about a 

trip to the supermarket. Use ‘et’ and ‘mais’ to 

extend sentences.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

School and class  

Recap positive and negative opinions  

Recap days of the week 

 

Grammar: 

Recap the formation of negative sentences with 

ne…..pas on either side of the verb. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Give a short prepared talk including opinions about 

school subjects. Be understood with little difficulty.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Adapt a model to write a short text about school 

subjects including opinions and days of the week. Use 

a range of conjunctions e.g. ‘aussi’, ‘cependant’, ‘car’ 

and ‘parce que’. Use a bilingual dictionary to develop 

choice of nouns and adjectives. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Recap greetings and appearance 

Recap food, pets and opinions 

Recap school and family 

 

Grammar: 

Recap negative sentences using ne…..pas. Recap 

position and agreement of adjectives. Recap use 

of masculine, feminine and plural determiners.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Take part in an extended conversation with a peer 

to discuss likes and dislikes with regards to food, 

animals and school. Use correct intonation when 

asking a question.  

 

Reading and writing:  

Answer an extended comprehension based on an 

email from a pupil. Use this as a model to write a 

paragraph stating opinions. Include adverbs and a 

range of conjunctions.  

Cultural 

comparison  

La rentrée – A new school year/school life 

Halloween   

La rentrée – A new school year/school life 

Halloween 

La rentrée – A new school year/school life 

Halloween 

La rentrée – A new school year/school life 

Halloween  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Numbers 1-10 

Stating name and age (using numbers) 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the verb ‘avoir’ and how to conjugate 

this e.g. J’ai – I have, tu as – you have, il a – he 

has. Refer to the concept of gender. 

 

 Speaking and listening: 

Take part in a short conversation with a peer 

including greetings, name and age. 

Recite a song to remember numbers to 10 with 

accurate pronunciation.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Record conversation with a peer using a model to 

assist.  

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Sports  

Recap days of the week 

 

Grammar: 

Recap positive and negative sentences.  

Introduce the verbs ‘jouer’ and ‘faire’. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Listen to the stories ‘Vive le sport’ and ‘C’est 

moi, le champion!’ to model pronunciation.  

State sporting activities on different days of 

the week and opinions of these.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a few short sentences about sporting 

activities on different days using a model. 

Extend using ‘et’ and ‘mais’. Use a bilingual 

dictionary with some independence to identify 

additional sports and their gender. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Description of school 

Recap opinions 

Numbers 10-20 

 

Grammar:  

Recap the position and agreement of adjectives 

including ‘petit’ and ‘grand’ and apply to description of 

school. Recognise that many adjectives have a 

masculine or feminine form, which can affect 

pronunciation.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Understand the use of stalling strategies during 

conversations and apply this to a conversation about 

school with a peer. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Demonstrate an understanding of “24 petites souris 

vont à l’école’ and use context to deduce meaning of 

unfamiliar words. Use a bilingual dictionary 

independently.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Town and shops including occupations 

Directions/location of buildings  

Recap adjectives and phrase ‘il y a’ 

 

Grammar: 

Recap adjective agreement. 

Introduce that the determiner is not used when 

describing occupations. 

Recap use of ‘il y a’ and third person – il est – it is.   

 

Speaking and listening: 

Sustain a conversation about the features of 

Wakefield town centre. Listen to an audio 

recording about a town and answer questions 

about this.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Read a letter in French and answer comprehension 

questions. Use this as a model to write a letter 

about Wakefield town centre using a range of 

adjectives, adverbs and conjunctions.  



Cultural 

comparison 

Joyeux Noël – Christmas  

  

Joyeux Noël – Christmas  

 

Joyeux Noël – Christmas  

 

Joyeux Noël – Christmas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1  

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Key grapheme – oi in preparation for learning 

colours (noir) 

Colours 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce the verb ‘être’ and how to conjugate 

this e.g. Je suis – I am, il est – he is. Refer to 

the concept of gender.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Listen to stories relating to Elmer the colourful 

elephant to model accurate pronunciation. Ask 

and answer a simple question about Elmer.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Adapt a model to write a simple sentence 

describing the colours of Elmer. Use additional 

adjectives to describe its size.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Body parts 

Adjectives 

Recap colours and numbers to 10 

 

Grammar: 

Recap the verbs ‘avoir’ and ‘être’ and how to 

conjugate these. 

Introduce adjectives, position and gender 

agreement. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Read the text ‘Grand Monstre Vert’ and join in 

with common phrases. Listen to the model of 

accurate pronunciation and imitate this.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Read short text and draw and colour a monster 

based on described appearance. Use model to 

write a few sentences about a monster. Develop 

choice of adjectives by using a bilingual 

dictionary with support.  

 Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Where do you live?  

Weather 

Seasons  

Adverbs  

 

Grammar: 

Understand that countries can be masculine or 

feminine and apply the follow rule: en + country 

(feminine) au + country (masculine). 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Give a short weather report including a date, country 

and weather condition. Deliver this to peers as a 

presentation and listen to one another’s. Understand 

the main points from the reports delivered by peers.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Answer comprehension questions on an extended 

weather report in different seasons. Identify 

adverbs used within the report.  

Apply knowledge of pronunciation, places and weather 

conditions to produce a rhyming poem. 

 

Research project: Study Normandy in 

preparation for residential.  

 

Produce a presentation in French for peers to 

identify: 

- location  

- weather conditions  

- local food  

- features of the town  

- leisure activities 

 

Using accurate pronunciation, deliver the 

presentation to peers speaking in complete 

sentences with correct intonation. 

 

 Listen to the presentation of a peer and note 

down the main points discussed to show 

understanding. 

 

 

Cultural 

comparison 

La fête des Rois – Festival of the Kings 

La Chandeleur - Candlemas 

La fête des Rois – Festival of the Kings 

La Chandeleur - Candlemas 

La fête des Rois – Festival of the Kings 

La Chandeleur - Candlemas 

La fête des Rois – Festival of the Kings 

La Chandeleur - Candlemas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Days of the week 

Months including stating birthday 

 

Grammar: 

Introduce that days of the week and months of 

the year do not need capital letters in French.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Use accurate pronunciation when reciting a 

rhyme about the different days/months.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Identify the days and months from written 

sentences. 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Animals including body parts 

Recap adjectives including colours 

 

Grammar: 

Recap gender and adjective agreement. 

Recap the verb ‘être’ in the third person (il est, 

elle est). 

Use intensifiers (assez, très).  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Say a few simple sentences to describe animals 

including colours, adjectives and body parts.  

 

Reading and writing:  

Design an animal and write a few short 

sentences to describe it. Swap with a peer and 

draw the animal after reading the text. 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Recap countries and opinions 

Holidays and holiday activities 

 

Grammar:  

Express a positive and negative opinion in front of an 

infinite verb and recap the use of a determiner e.g. 

J’aime le ski.  

 

Speaking and listening:  

Listen to a spoken text at near normal speed and 

identify different holidays and holiday activities. 

 

Reading and writing:  

Write a short text about holidays and holiday 

activities using opinions. Use a bilingual dictionary to 

find the French infinitive of an English verb and 

understand that this is equivalent to the ‘to..’ form of 

the verb in English.  

 

RESIDENTIAL TO CHÂTEAU BEAUMONT, 

NORMANDY, FRANCE 

 

Written reflection of residential: 

Adapt a model to write a few short paragraphs 

about the residential. Include: days of the week, 

modes of transport, activities, food and opinions.  

 

Use bilingual dictionaries and glossaries 

independently to enrich the quality of sentences. 

Use conjunctions, adjectives and adverbs to 

develop language further. Apply the conventions 

of word order to nouns and adjectives with a 

degree of accuracy. Begin to use the plural form 

of adjectives.  

 

Convey meaning so that written work can be 

understood with little mistakes. Present work in a 

chosen way.  

Cultural 

comparison 

Mardi Gras – Carnival 

Poisson d’avril – April Fools’ Day 

Mardi Gras – Carnival 

Poisson d’avril – April Fools’ Day 

Mardi Gras – Carnival 

Poisson d’avril – April Fools’ Day 

Mardi Gras – Carnival 

Poisson d’avril – April Fools’ Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 1  

 

 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Family members 

Appearance (link to colours for eyes and hair) 

Re-visit stating names, ages and colours.  

 

Grammar: 

Recap the concept of gender (il/elle, un/une) and 

introduce mon and ma.  

Re-visit the verb ‘avoir’  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Begin to recognise that the final consonant is 

rarely pronounced in French. 

Say a few pre-prepared short sentences about 

family members and their appearance.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Read a few short sentences about different 

family members and answer simple 

comprehension questions to show understanding.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Pets 

Recap the grapheme ‘oi’  

Recap family members and stating names 

 

Grammar: 

Recap negative sentences – Je n’ai pas de. 

Recap plural nouns. 

Recap the verb ‘avoir’ and how to conjugate this. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Accurately pronounce the graphemes ou, eau, oi 

when stating animals.  

Ask and answer questions about pets, their 

names and who they belong to (family members). 

 

Reading and writing:  

Use a word mat to write a few sentences about 

pets and family members including adjectives. 

Use ‘et’ and ‘mais’ to extend sentences.  

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Recap numbers and extend to 30 

Recap leisure/hobbies and sports 

Recap opinions and days of the week 

 

Grammar: 

Recap positive and negative opinions. 

Introduce future tense in first person – je vais + 

infinitive.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Respond to a question by saying a sentence in the 

future tense about a leisure activity. Extend using an 

opinion.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a paragraph in the future tense to identify 

leisure activities to be completed on different days. 

Extend using opinions and support opinions with 

reasons. Use comparative adjectives (plus…..que and 

moins…..que). 

Plan a holiday to a French speaking country. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Accommodation  

Recap transport, days and months  

 

Grammar: 

Recap future tense – aller + infinitive (on va aller, 

on va partir, on va rester) 

 

Writing: 

Draft holiday plans in written form. Present work 

in chosen way.  

Write a short letter to book holiday 

accommodating using a model for support. Include 

a range of adverbs, adjectives and conjunctions. 

Begin to use the plural form of adjectives. 

 

Use a bilingual dictionary confidently to enrich 

the quality of sentences.  

 

Cultural 

comparison 

Challenging Stereotypes 

Comparing past times and everyday life 

Challenging Stereotypes 

Comparing past times and everyday life 

Challenging Stereotypes 

Comparing past times and everyday life 

Challenging Stereotypes 

Comparing past times and everyday life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Summer 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary:  

Zoo animals and opinions  

 

Grammar:  

Recap the concept of gender in relation to zoo 

animals (un, une, le, la). Introduce the plural 

form of nouns (les/des) and discuss how this 

changes nouns.  

Introduce the phrase ‘J’aime’.  

 

Speaking and listening: 

Recap that the final consonant is rarely 

pronounced in French. 

Listen to ‘Cher Zoo’ to hear accurate 

pronunciation modeled. 

 

Reading and writing: 

Write a simple sentence stating an animal that 

you like using ‘J’aime’. 

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Leisure activities 

Recap opinions, days and sports 

 

Grammar: 

Recap positive and negative phrases – ‘je n’ai pas’ 

and ‘je n’aime pas’. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Say simple sentences and join these with the 

conjunctions ‘et’ and ‘mais’. Expand using 

opinions. Ask questions about leisure activities 

by using known phrases.  

 

Reading and writing:  

Use a word mat to write a few sentences about 

hobbies including opinions, days of the week and 

conjunctions. Use a bilingual dictionary to 

develop vocabulary and identify the gender of 

chosen nouns.  

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Food and opinions 

Recap stalling strategies and intonation when 

speaking 

Adverbs 

 

Grammar: 

Recap positive and negative sentences. 

Introduce the verb ‘vouloir’ focusing on ‘je voudrais’. 

 

Speaking and listening: 

Partake in a conversation describing likes and dislikes 

in relation to food. Ensure pronunciation is accurate.  

 

Reading and writing: 

Write dictated sentences about food including 

familiar vocabulary. Use this as a model to write own 

paragraph about food. Begin to use adverbs to 

develop writing along with the conjunctions ‘parce 

que, aussi and cependant’.  

Plan a holiday to a French speaking country.  

 

Content/Topic vocabulary: 

Recap features of a town centre 

Recap holiday activities 

Recap conjunctions, adjectives and adverbs 

 

Grammar: 

Recap future tense – aller + infinitive (on va 

visiter, on va regarder). 

 

Writing: 

Adapt a model to design a program of activities 

including days of the week. Present findings in 

chosen way.  Use a bilingual dictionary confidently 

to enrich the quality of sentences. Apply the 

conventions of word order to nouns and adjectives 

with a degree of accuracy. 

 

 

 

Cultural 

comparison 

Le quatorze juillet – Bastille Day  

Cuisine française – French food 

Le quatorze juillet – Bastille Day  

Cuisine française – French food 

Le quatorze juillet – Bastille Day  

Cuisine française – French food 

Le quatorze juillet – Bastille Day  

Cuisine française – French food 


